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WELCOME 
 

We welcome all our visitors.  It is an honor to have you 
worshipping with us.  You may find the worship of the 
Ancient Church very different.  We welcome your questions.  
Please join us for our Reception held in the Church Hall 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We understand Holy Communion to be an act of our unity in 
faith.  While we work toward the unity of all Christians, it 
regrettably does not now exist.  Therefore, only baptized 
Orthodox Christians (who have properly prepared) are 
permitted to participate in Holy Communion.  However, 
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread that is 
distributed at the end of the service.  We look forward to 
meeting you during the Reception that follows the service. 
 

NEW ORTHROS & LITURGY BOOK 
• Orthros:   p. 4 
• The Divine Liturgy   p. 35 
• Memorial Service   p. 103 
• Churching Service   p. 102 
• Removal of Crowns   p. 106

St. Elijah is a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

His Grace Bishop BASIL, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America



 

VARIABLES IN TODAY’S DIVINE LITURGY 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

 
 

The 1st Antiphon: 
 

As usual…. 
 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O 
Savior, save us.  
 

Glory... Now... 
 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O 
Savior, save us.  
 

The 2nd Antiphon: 
 

As usual…. 
 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from 
the dead; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

Glory... Now... 
 

O, only begotten Son and Word of God... 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection – Tone 1 
 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, 
and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O 
Savior, granting life to the world.  For which 
cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto 
Thee, O giver of life.  Glory to Thy Resurrection, 
O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy 
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of 
mankind. 
 

The Entrance Hymn 
 

O come let us worship… 
 

Troparian of the Resurrection – Tone 1 
 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, 
and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O 
Savior, granting life to the world.  For which 
cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto 
Thee, O giver of life.  Glory to Thy Resurrection, 
O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy 
providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of 
mankind. 
 

Troparion of the Forefathers – Tone 2 
 

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient 
Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone 
before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of 
the Gentiles.  Let the saints, therefore, take pride 
in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a 
noble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to 
Thee without seed.  Wherefore, by their 
pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls. 
 

Troparion of St. Elijah – Tone 4 
 

Angelic Body, Pillar of Prophets and their 
Corner Stone, Forerunner of the Second-Coming 
of Christ; Thou didst send Grace from on high to 
Elisha to dispel sickness and to purify lepers, 
Glorious Elijah, thou dost overflow with healing 
to those who honor thee. 
 

Kontakion for the Preparation of the Nativity 
of Christ – Tone 3 
 

The Virgin cometh today to the cave to give 
birth, ineffably to bring forth the Word eternal.  
Therefore, rejoice, O earth, at the message; with 
the angels and the shepherds give glory to Him 
who shall appear by His own will as a young 
child, He from eternity is God. 

 
 

The Thrice Holy Hymn 
 
 

THE READINGS 
 

Epistle for the Ancestors of Christ  
 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our 
Fathers. 

For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done 
to us! 

 

The reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Colossians (Chapter 3:4-11) 

 

Brethren, when Christ, who is our life, appears, 
then you will also appear with Him in glory.  
Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth:  fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
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desire, and covetousness, which is idol worship; 
for the sake of such things the wrath of God 
comes upon the sons of disobedience; wherein 
you also once walked, when you lived in these 
things.  But now you also put them all away:  
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy and filthy 
language out of your mouths.  Do not lie to one 
another, having put off the old man with his 
works; and having put on the new man, who is 
being renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of his Creator, where there cannot be 
Greek and Jew, circumcision and 
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond or 
free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
 

Gospel for the 11th Sunday of Luke (Ancestors 
of Christ) 

 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Luke (Chapter 14:16-24) 

 

The Lord spoke this parable:  "A man once gave 
a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to 
those who had been invited, 'Come, for all is 
now ready.'  But, one by one, they all began to 
make excuses.  The first said to him, 'I have 
bought a field, and I must go out and see it.  I 
pray you, have me excused.'  And another said, 'I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
examine them; I pray you, have me excused.'  
And another said, 'I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.'  so the servant came 
and reported this to his master.  Then the 
householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in the poor and maimed and blind and 
lame.'  And the servant said, 'Sire, what you 
commanded has been done, and still there is 
room.'  And the master said to the servant, ;'Go 
out to the highways and hedges, and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled.  
For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste of my banquet.  For many are 
called but few are chosen." 
 

The Megalynarion 
 

It is truly meet… 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Praise the Lord....  Alleluia. 
 
 

We have seen the true light… 
 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Kathleen 
Callesen, Becky and Billy Boyd, Shirley and 
Randall Casey, and Talia and Julius Lane for 
their good health.  It is especially offered for 
their dad and jiddy Khairy Shadid (38 years).  
May his memory be eternal. 
 

HOLY BREAD AND HOLY WHEAT is 
offered by Frank, Mark, and Ferial Sweis for 
their good health.  It is especially offered as a 
one-year memorial service for their mother 
Insaf (Ann) Sweiss.  May her memory be eternal. 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Dr. Paul, Jr., and 
Erika Shadid for their good health and the good 
health of their son Trip.  It is also offered for the 
Shadid and Kouri families.  It is especially 
offered for Trip on the occasion of his 1st 
birthday (12/2).  May God grant them all many 
years. 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Woodie and Carla 
Berry for their good health and the good health 
of their children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and God children.  It is especially 
offered in memory of Woodie’s mother, Nelda 
(12/12).  May her memory be eternal.  
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Blanche David, 
Debbie and Mark Engle, and Rick and Julie 
Naifeh for their good health.  It is especially 
offered as a 40-day memorial service for their 
sister and mother Imogene Homsey Naifeh.  May 
her memory be eternal. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME TABLE.  We welcome all visitors.  
We are delighted you are worshipping with us 
and look forward to meeting you personally.  
Please join us in the hall at the table with the 
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burgundy- colored table cloth; someone from our 
Welcome Ministry would love to greet you. 
 

COFFEE HOUR is hosted today by the Sweiss 
family in memory of their mother Insaf (Ann) 
Sweiss.  Please join us immediately following 
Divine Liturgy.  Visitors are especially welcome. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anthony and 
Elizabeth Ruggerio on the occasion of the 
removal of their wedding crowns.  May God 
grant them many years! 
 

THE NATIVITY (ADVENT) FAST began on 
Tuesday, November 15, and continues through 
December 24.  The traditional fast is to abstain 
from meat, fish, dairy products, and alcoholic 
beverages (though fish and alcohol in 
moderation are permitted on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays). 
 

CONFESSION. Orthodox Christians should 
make a sacramental confession in preparation to 
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas).  
Confession is usually available Saturday after 
Vespers; alternatively, an appointment can be 
made with one of the clergy during the week. 
 

ADULT BIBLE BOWL TEAM.  If you are 
interested in being a part of our Adult Bible 
Bowl, which will represent St. Elijah at this 
June's Parish Life Conference in Dallas, there 
will be another meeting today after Liturgy in 
the Board Room. 
 

STEWARDSHIP & YEAR-END 
CONTRIBUTIONS.  We thank all of you for 
your generosity to St. Elijah!  As the end of 2022 
approaches, please make sure that all pledges 
(whether they be in person, via mail, or 
online) are turned in to the Church Office or 
postmarked by December 31 for it to count on 
your 2022 tax returns.  We are truly humbled by 
your love, thoughtfulness, and generosity. 
 

VIGIL CANDLE is lit by the Ladies Aid for 
their good health and the good health of their 
families. 
 
 
 
 
 

C O F F E E  H O U R 
Below is the schedule of those who will host 
Coffee Hour on upcoming Sundays. 
 

December 
18 – Family Night Volunteers 
25 - NO COFFEE HOUR 
 

January 
1 - MDO 
8 - Ladies Aid (Zalabia) 
15 - Antiochian Women 
22 - Parish Council 
29 - Adult Fellowship 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 11-17 

Ciarra Coates 
Sam Eid 

Elias Assaleh 
Adam Cohlmia 

Alexandra Cohlmia 
Marina Shanbour 
Michael Young 
Barbara Shadid 

Spencer Shanbour 
Michael Kaiser 

John Stiner 
Raymond Cohlmia 

Justin Samara 
Veronica Warr 
Dawit Worku 
Meera Assaleh 

Nanette Hathaway 
Samuel Shadid 
Larkin Simon 
Gloria Kamas 

Demitrichka Sariyski 
 
 
 
 
 



Today we remember those who reposed 
in the Lord this week in years past: 
 

Adeeba Bayouth 
Mary A. Thomas 

Rebecca Sue Steele 
Penny O. Massad 

Tresa Slotta 
Theodore “Beeb” Adwan 

Sam Shadid 
Farah Suleiman Tashman 

Lillie (Sabeeha) Tayar 
Harry K. Naifeh 

Amelia Mary Bayouth 
Jake Samara 

Joseph Foad Jabara 
Fouad Kordahi (Kirdahi) 

Raeefa Shadid 
Lorise M. Kraker 

 
 

Antiochian Women 
 

Save the date for our upcoming 
Lenten Away Retreat! 

 

The wonderful Kh. Mireille Pavez 
of Beaumont, TX, will be our 

speaker sharing insights into our 
"Journey Through Lent."  It will be 

a wonderful time of cultivating 
friendships and receiving spiritual 
nourishment as we prepare for the 

Lenten season. 
 

The retreat will be February 25-
26, 2023, at St. Crispin's in 

eastern Oklahoma.    Cost is 
$150.  Signups coming soon! 

 

REMINDER!! 
 

There are more options to give through On-Line giving (either through the Realm app or 
St. Elijah Website (Donate tab). 
 

The drop-down options now include: 
 
 .  General Fund 
 .  Flowers TDN Wither 
 .  Candle/Holy Bread 
 .  Families in Need 
 .  Other Contributions 
 .  Antiochian Women (to be used to pay for Antiochian Women functions or 
               T-Shirt/Polo Shirt sales) 
 .  Bake Sale (to be used for pay for Bake Sale tickets only) 
 

Important:  Please use the Memo field to indicate what it is for on all fund 
contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Youth Ministry Updates  

Teen SOYO Christmas Party 
 

Our annual Teen SOYO Christmas Party will be 
Wednesday, December 28th.  The party will 
be hosted at the Shawareb residence, located 
at 6500 NW 127th St., OKC.  We will start at 
6:30pm. 
 
 

Teen SOYO Caroling 
 

On December 17th, we will gather at church 
around 1pm for Christmas caroling.  We will 
be visiting shut-ins from our community to 
spread Christmas joy! 
 
 

WAMP Registration 
 

WAMP registration is now open!  We will be 
back at Cross Point Camp this year.  The 
website can be found below.  If you registered 
for camp this summer, then your information 
should still be stored in the account.  If not, 
you can follow the link below and create an 
account ahead of time. 
 

events.circuitree.com/campstraphael 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday School continues today, December 
11th.  Today is our last day to practice for the 
Christmas Play.  Students will still be lining up 
for communion after we recite "I believe and 
confess, Lord..." 
 

Students who have not been baptized or 
chrismated yet may ask for a blessing from 
the priest when they approach for 
communion with the rest of the children. 
 

We have dress rehearsal today for the 
Christmas Play.  We will perform the 
Christmas Play on December 18th. 
 
 

JOY Night 
 

JOY night will continue Friday, December 
15th.  We will meet from 6-7pm.  JOY night is 
open to all youth from grades 1-6. 
 

We will continue our lessons about the saints 
of the church, as we gather for fellowship and 
faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 
anthony@stelijahokc.com 

  



Worship and Spiritual Life 
 

Sunday – Orthros at 8:50 am – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am Wednesday – Vespers at 6:00 pm (except during Lent) 
    Saturday – Vespers at 5:00 pm 

Confessions throughout the week.  Call one of the Fathers for an appointment. 
 

Study 
Sunday – Sunday School:  Children’s Classes after Communion.  No classes during the summer. 
Wednesday – Family Night 7-9 pm.  Runs in 8-week blocks.  Look for announcements of upcoming sessions.  A full program of 
     seminars and classes for adults, children and youth, for both Orthodox and Non-Orthodox. 
Bible Study – Thursdays at 10:30 am; nursery provided 
 

Fellowship & Parish Development 
Coffee Hour – Sundays following the Divine Liturgy  20/40 Fellowship – events as announced  
Ladies Aid – Meetings as announced   Teen Chats – Wednesday Nights 
Adult Fellowship – Meetings as announced   Antiochian Women – every 4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm  
Parish Council – every 3rd Tuesday at 7 pm   Choir – see Kasey Cohlmia (405-245-1444) 
 

Membership 
To become a member, you need to pray with us at our worship services, complete the Inquirer’s Classes, and talk with our priests 
about your interest in the Orthodox faith.  This process normally takes 12 months.  We welcome you on your journey of faith and 
invite you to learn of the ancient and unchanging Holy Orthodox Church. 

 

December 11, 2022 
 

USHERS:    
 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Laith Shawareb, Zackary 
Dancer, James Eliot, Beckham Larson, Branick 
Larson, Quade Simon, Aiden Swearingen, Jacob 
Sweis, Isaac Warr, Luke Warr 
 

EPISTLE READER:   
 

ELDERS:   
 

BOOKSTORE:  Zach Jacobs 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN IS 

5:00 PM ON TUESDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday 
Dec. 11 Orthros 8:50 am 
 Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
 Sunday School 

Monday 
Dec. 12 Choir 7:00 pm 

Tuesday 
Dec. 13 Parish Council 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 
Dec. 14 Vespers for St. Eleutherios, 6:00 pm 
    Patron of DOWAMA 
 Family Night 7:00 pm 
 Teen Chats 7:00 pm 

Thursday 
Dec. 15 Orthodox Study Fellowship 10:30 am  

Friday 
Dec. 16 JOY Ministry Night 6:00 pm 

Saturday 
Dec. 17 SOYO Caroling to Shut-Ins 1:00 pm 
 Great Vespers 5:00 pm  
 Confessions 
  

 
 


