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WELCOME 
 

We welcome all our visitors.  It is an honor to have you 
worshipping with us.  You may find the worship of the 
Ancient Church very different.  We welcome your questions.  
Please join us for our Reception held in the Church Hall 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We understand Holy Communion to be an act of our unity in 
faith.  While we work toward the unity of all Christians, it 
regrettably does not now exist.  Therefore, only baptized 
Orthodox Christians (who have properly prepared) are 
permitted to participate in Holy Communion.  However, 
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread that is 
distributed at the end of the service.  We look forward to 
meeting you during the Reception that follows the service. 
 

NEW ORTHROS & LITURGY BOOK 
• Orthros:   p. 4 
• The Divine Liturgy   p. 35 
• Memorial Service   p. 103 
• Churching Service   p. 102 
• Removal of Crowns   p. 106

St. Elijah is a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

His Grace Bishop BASIL, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America



 

VARIABLES IN TODAY’S DIVINE LITURGY 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 

 
 

The 1st Antiphon: 
 

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my 
whole heart, I will tell of all Thy wonders. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.  
 

In the council of the upright and in the 
congregation:  great are the works of the Lord. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions…  
 

They are sought out in all things that He hath 
willed. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions…  
 

Confession and majesty are His work, and His 
righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions…  
 

Glory... Now... 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos…  
 
 

The 2nd Antiphon: 
 

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; 
in his commandments shall he greatly delight. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

His seed shall be mighty upon the earth; the 
generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His 
righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the 
upright; He is merciful and compassionate and 
righteous. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

Glory... Now... O, only begotten Son and Word 
of God... 
 

Troparion of the Nativity – Tone 4 
 

The Lord said to my Lord:  Sit at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies the 
footstool of Thy feet.  The Lord shall send to 
thee a scepter of power from Zion; with thee is 
dominion of thy power, in the splendor of thy 
saints. 
 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given 
rise to the light of knowledge in the world.  
For they who did worship the stars did learn 
from them to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, 
and to know that thou didst come from the 
East of the Highest.  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 

The Entrance Hymn 
 

Out of the womb, before the morning 
star, have I begotten Thee.  The Lord hath sworn 
and will not repent.  Thou art a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek.  Save us, O Son 
of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to 
Thee.  Alleluia. 
 

Troparian of the Nativity – Tone 4 
 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath 
given rise to the light of knowledge in the world.  
For they who did worship the stars did learn 
from them to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, and 
to know that thou didst come from the East of 
the Highest.  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 

Kontakion of the Nativity – Tone 3 
 

The Virgin brings forth today the Omnipotent 
One, and the earth offers a cave to the 
Unapproachable, angels give glory with 
shepherds and the magi journey with the star 
when for our sakes was born as a new babe, he 
who is from eternity God. 
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn (The 
Anti-Trisagion) 

 

As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.  Alleluia. 
 

THE READINGS 
 

Epistle for the Nativity of Christ  
 

Let all the earth worship Thee and chant unto 
Thee. 

Shout with jubilation unto the Lord all the 
earth! 

 

The reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians 
(Chapter 4:4-7) 

 

Brethren, when the fullness of the time had come 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the Law, in order to redeem those who 
were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, 
God sent forth the Spirit of His Sons into your 
hearts, crying, “Abba, Father.”  Therefore you 
are no longer a bond-servant, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
 

Gospel for the Nativity of Christ 
 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Matthew (Chapter 2:1-12) 

 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king behold wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying “Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For 
we have seen his star in the East, and have come 
to worship him.”  When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and assembling all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born.  They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the 
prophet:  ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel.’” 
 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly 
and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 

and when you have found him bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.”  When 
they had heard the king they went their way; and 
lo, the star which they had seen in the East went 
before them, till it came to rest over the place 
where the child was.  When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and 
going into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshipped him.  Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold, frankincense and 
myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way. 
 

The Megalynarion (for St. Basil Liturgy) 
 

In thee rejoiceth, O thou who art full of 
grace, every created being – the Hosts 

of the angels and all mankind.  O consecrated 
temple and paradise endowed with speech, glory 
to virgins of whom God was incarnate and 
became a little child.  And is our God before all 
the ages.  For he made of thy womb a throne and 
thy body did he make more spacious than the 
Heavens.  In thee doth all creation rejoice, O 
thou who art full of grace, Glory to thee. 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

The Lord hath sent redemption to his 
people.  Alleluia. 

 

Troparion of the Nativity – Tone 4 
 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath 
given rise to the light of knowledge in the world.  
For they who did worship the stars did learn 
from them to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, and 
to know that thou didst come from the East of 
the Highest.  Glory to thee, O Lord. 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by the Chancey 
family for their good health.  It is especially 
offered for Jared and Tammy Cox on the 
occasion of their 15th wedding anniversary.  
May God grant them many years. 
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HOLY BREAD is offered by Margo, Nouhad, 
and May Kordahi for their good health.  It is 
especially offered in memory of Fouad, Wadad, 
and Souad Kordahi, Jameela and George 
Salamy, and Souraya and Nick Bayouth.  May 
their memory be eternal. 
 

INCENSE for the Feast of the Nativity is 
offered by Imad and Dolas Eid and family for 
their good health and the health of the St. Elijah 
Faithful! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NO COFFEE HOUR OR WELCOME 
TABLE THIS EVENING.  We have to go 
home to prepare for the arrival of St. Nicholas!  
For estimated arrival time, check out 
www.noradsanta.org. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Trevor and 
Michaela Todd, who were received into the 
Orthodox Church by the Sacrament of 
Chrismation; and to their son John, who was 
received by the Sacrament of  Baptism on 
December 21.  May God grant them many years. 
 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, 
December 26.  
 

DIVINE LITURGY for the Feast of the 
Archdeacon and First-Martyr Stephen will be 
celebrated on Tuesday, December 27, at 9am in 
the chapel. 
 

GREAT VESPERS will be held on New Year's 
Eve, Saturday, December 31, at its usual time of 
5pm. 
 

STEWARDSHIP & YEAR-END 
CONTRIBUTIONS.  We thank all of you for 
your generosity to St. Elijah!  As the end of 2022 
approaches, please make sure that all pledges 
(whether they be in person, via mail, or 
online) are turned in to the Church Office or 
postmarked by December 31 for it to count on 
your 2022 tax returns.  We are truly humbled by 
your love, thoughtfulness, and generosity. 

C O F F E E  H O U R 
Below is the schedule of those who will host 
Coffee Hour on upcoming Sundays. 
 

January 
1 - MDO 
8 - Ladies Aid (Zalabia) 
15 - Antiochian Women 
22 - Parish Council 
29 - Adult Fellowship 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 25-31 

Bryan Beavers 
Elias Farha 

Nathaniel Duthie 
Areen Baghdayan 
Nathan Shanbour 

Steven Baker 
Bonner Gonzalez 

Sam Nayfa 
David Shadid 

Barbara Wilson 
Michelle Morrow 
Danielle Chilcott 
Harrison Homsey 

Leigh Naifeh 
Rafeal Sweiss 

 

Today we remember those who reposed in 
the Lord this week in years past: 
 

Thelma W. Farha 
Frank S. Naify 
Taffe S. Simon 

Samara Fulameena 
Carolyn Wallace 
Angaline Hamra 

Nickolas Harroz, Sr. 
K. Bedar Eddie 

Robert Todd Wise 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Christmas Sermon of St. Isaac the Syrian 
On the Night of Nativity 

 

Pure is the present night, in which the Pure One appeared, Who came to 
purify us!  Let our hearing be pure, and the sight of our eyes be chaste, and 
the feeling of the heart holy, and the speech from our mouth sincere! 
 

The present night is the night of reconciliation; therefore, let no one be 
wroth against his brother and offend him! 
 

This night gave peace to the whole world, and so, let no one threaten.  This 
is the night of the Most Meek One; let no one be cruel! 
 

This is the night of the Humble One; let no one be proud! 
 

Now is the day of joy; let us not take revenge for offences!  Now is the day 
of good will; let us not be harsh.  On this day of tranquility, let us not 
become agitated by anger! 
 

Today God came unto us sinners; let not the righteous exalt himself over 
sinners! 
 

Today the Most Rich One became poor for our sake; let the rich man invite 
the poor to his table! 
 

Today we received a gift which we did not ask for; let us bestow alms to 
those who cry out to us and beg! 
 

The present day has opened the door of heaven to our prayers; let us also 
open our door to those who ask of us forgiveness! 
 

Today the Godhead placed upon Himself the seal of humanity, and humanity 
has been adored with the seal of the Godhead! 
 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Would you like your home to be blessed? 
 
If you would like to have your home blessed next year, please complete 
the following form and return it to the church office.  

 

Please return this form by Sunday, January 8. 
þ Please Bless My Home… 

Name:  ____________________________ Phone Number: _____________  

Address: ______________________________________________________  

Check your preference: 

 o Daytime 
 o Evening 
 o Weekdays 
 o Weekends (which days?)_________________________________ 
 
 
Clearly printed lists of the Living and the Departed for whom prayer is 
requested should also be placed in the icon corner (or on the table). 
 
 

  



Youth Ministry Updates  

Teen SOYO Christmas Party 
 

Our annual Teen SOYO Christmas Party will be 
Wednesday, December 28th.  The party will 
be hosted at the Shawareb residence, located 
at 6500 NW 127th St., OKC.  We will start at 
6:30pm. 
 
 

Teen Chats 
 

Teen Chats will continue Wednesday, January 
4th, alongside Family Night.  We will meet 
from 7-9pm and will continue our discussion 
on the lives of the saints. 
 
 

WAMP Registration 
 

WAMP registration is now open!  We will be 
back at Cross Point Camp this year.  The 
website can be found below.  If you registered 
for camp this summer, then your information 
should still be stored in the account.  If not, 
you can follow the link below and create an 
account ahead of time. 
 

events.circuitree.com/campstraphael 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday School will continue in 2 weeks on 
January 8th. 
 

Students will still dismiss from church at their 
regular time.  Students who have not been 
baptized or chrismated yet may ask for a 
blessing from the priest when they approach 
for communion with the rest of the children. 
 

We will continue learning about the book of 
Genesis and begin our lesson on Joseph and 
his brothers. 
 
 

JOY Night 
 

JOY night will continue Friday, January 20th.  
We will meet from 6-7pm.  JOY night is open 
to all youth from grades 1-6. 
 

We will continue our lessons about the saints 
of the church, as we gather for fellowship and 
faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 
anthony@stelijahokc.com 

  



Worship and Spiritual Life 
 

Sunday – Orthros at 8:50 am – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am Wednesday – Vespers at 6:00 pm (except during Lent) 
    Saturday – Vespers at 5:00 pm 

Confessions throughout the week.  Call one of the Fathers for an appointment. 
 

Study 
Sunday – Sunday School:  Children’s Classes after Communion.  No classes during the summer. 
Wednesday – Family Night 7-9 pm.  Runs in 8-week blocks.  Look for announcements of upcoming sessions.  A full program of 
     seminars and classes for adults, children and youth, for both Orthodox and Non-Orthodox. 
Bible Study – Thursdays at 10:30 am; nursery provided 
 

Fellowship & Parish Development 
Coffee Hour – Sundays following the Divine Liturgy  20/40 Fellowship – events as announced  
Ladies Aid – Meetings as announced   Teen Chats – Wednesday Nights 
Adult Fellowship – Meetings as announced   Antiochian Women – every 4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm  
Parish Council – every 3rd Tuesday at 7 pm   Choir – see Kasey Cohlmia (405-245-1444) 
 

Membership 
To become a member, you need to pray with us at our worship services, complete the Inquirer’s Classes, and talk with our priests 
about your interest in the Orthodox faith.  This process normally takes 12 months.  We welcome you on your journey of faith and 
invite you to learn of the ancient and unchanging Holy Orthodox Church. 

 

Christmas 2022 
 

USHERS:    
 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Emerson Wyrick, Laith 
Shawareb, Blaise Bittle, Evan Ewbank 
 

EPISTLE READER:   
 

ELDERS:   
 

BOOKSTORE:   
 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN IS 

5:00 PM ON TUESDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday 
Dec. 25 NO SERVICES 

Monday 
Dec. 26 OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 
Dec. 27 Divine Liturgy 9:00 am 

Wednesday 
Dec. 28 Teen SOYO Christmas Party 6:30 pm 
 NO VESPERS 
 NO FAMILY NIGHT 

Thursday 
Dec. 29  NO ORTHODOX STUDY 
    FELLOWSHIP 

Friday 
Dec. 30 

Saturday 
Dec. 31 Great Vespers/Confessions 5:00 pm 
  

 
 


