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WELCOME 
 

We welcome all our visitors.  It is an honor to have you 
worshipping with us.  You may find the worship of the 
Ancient Church very different.  We welcome your questions.  
Please join us for our Reception held in the Church Hall 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We understand Holy Communion to be an act of our unity in 
faith.  While we work toward the unity of all Christians, it 
regrettably does not now exist.  Therefore, only baptized 
Orthodox Christians (who have properly prepared) are 
permitted to participate in Holy Communion.  However, 
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread that is 
distributed at the end of the service.  We look forward to 
meeting you during the Reception that follows the service. 
 

NEW ORTHROS & LITURGY BOOK 
• Orthros:   p. 4 
• The Divine Liturgy   p. 35 
• Memorial Service   p. 103 
• Churching Service   p. 102 
• Removal of Crowns   p. 106

St. Elijah is a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

His Grace Bishop BASIL, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America



 

VARIABLES IN TODAY’S DIVINE LITURGY 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 

 
 

The 1st Antiphon: 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all 
ye earth.  Sing unto His Name; make His praise 
glorious. 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.  
 

Tell ye all of His wondrous works.  Say unto 
God, “How wondrous are Thy works!  Through 
the greatness of Thy power shall Thine enemies 
be proved false before Thee.” 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions…  
 

Glory... Now... 
 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the 
Theotokos…  
 

The 2nd Antiphon: 
 

Let the heavens rejoice, and the earth be 
glad.  O sing unto the Lord a new song. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
circumcised in the flesh; who sing to Thee, 
Alleluia. 
 

Out of Zion cometh the excellence of His beauty. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
circumcised in the flesh; who sing to Thee, 
Alleluia. 
 

Our God is in heaven and on earth; He hath done 
whatsoever He hath pleased. 
 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who wast 
circumcised in the flesh; who sing to Thee, 
Alleluia. 
 

Glory... Now... O, only begotten Son and Word 
of God... 
 

The 3rd Antiphon: 
 

Troparion of the Circumcision – Tone 1 
 

I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord forever.  With 
my mouth will I tell of Thy truth.  Thou hast 
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity. 
 

Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself 
without change, O greatly compassionate 
Master, though being God by nature; 
fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly receives 
circumcision in the flesh, that Thou mightest 
end the shadow and roll away the veil of our 
sinful passions.  Glory be to Thy goodness 
unto us.  Glory be to Thy compassion.  Glory, 
O Word, to Thine inexpressible 
condescension. 
 

The Entrance Hymn 
 

O come let us worship… 
 

Troparian of the Resurrection – Tone 4 
 

Having learned the joyful message of the 
Resurrection from the angel the women disciples 
of the Lord cast from them their parental 
condemnation.  And proudly broke the news to 
the Disciples, saying:  Death hath been spoiled; 
Christ God is risen, granting the world Great 
Mercy. 
 

Troparion of the Circumcision – Tone 1 
 

Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself 
without change, O greatly compassionate Master, 
though being God by nature; fulfilling the Law 
Thou willingly receives circumcision in the 
flesh, that Thou mightest end the shadow and 
roll away the veil of our sinful passions.  Glory 
be to Thy goodness unto us.  Glory be to Thy 
compassion.  Glory, O Word, to Thine 
inexpressible condescension. 
 

Troparion of St. Basil the Great – Tone 1 
 

In all the earth that received Thy sayings, thy 
melody did resound, O righteous father, through 
which thou didst go about and proclaim, as 
worthy of God, the nature of creatures, 
cultivating the character of mankind, O thou of 
kingly Priesthood, Basil.  Wherefore, plead thou 
with Christ God to save our souls. 
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Troparion of St. Elijah – Tone 4 
 

Angelic body, pillar of prophets and their 
cornerstone, forerunner of the Second-Coming of 
Christ; thou didst send grace from on high to 
Elisha to dispel sickness and to glorify lepers, 
glorious Elijah, thou dost overflow with healing 
to those who honor thee. 
 

Kontakion of the Circumcision – Tone 3 
 

Now the Lord of all that is, doth undergo 
circumcision in His goodness cutting off the sins 
and failings of mortals.  He this day doth give 
salvation unto the whole world; and the hierarch 
and bright daystar of the Creator now rejoiceth in 
the highest, Basil the wise and divine initiate of 
Christ. 

 

The Thrice-Holy Hymn 
 
 
 

THE READINGS 
 

Epistle for the Circumcision of Christ  
 

My mouth shall speak wisdom and the 
meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding. 
Hear this all ye nations! 

 

The reading is from St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Colossians (Chapter 2:8-12) 

 

Brethren, take heed lest anyone spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, according to 
human tradition according to the rudiments of 
the world, and not according to Christ.  For in 
Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily, and you are completed in Him who is the 
Head of every principality and authority, in 
whom you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision not made with hands, but by 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, in 
the circumcision of Christ, having been buried 
together with Him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with Him through faith of the 
operation of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
 

Gospel for the Circumcision of our Lord 
 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Luke (Chapter 2:20-21, 40-52) 

 

At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 
 

And at the end of eight days, when he was 
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given 
by the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 
 

And the child grew and became strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 
 

Now his parents went up to Jerusalem every year 
at the feast of Passover.  And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
according to custom; and when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem.  Joseph and his 
mother did not know it, but supposing him to be 
in the company they went a day’s journey, and 
they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintances; and when they did not find him 
they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him.  After 
three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions; and all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers.  
And when they saw him they were astonished; 
and his mother said to him, “Why have you 
treated us so?  Behold, your father and I have 
been looking for you anxiously.”  And he said to 
them, “How is it that you sought me?  Did you 
not know that I must be about my Father’s 
business?”  And they did not understand the 
saying which he spoke to them.  And he went 
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these 
things in her heart. 
 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man. 
 

The Megalynarion 
 

In thee rejoiceth, O thou who art full of 
grace, every created being – the Hosts 

of the angels and all mankind.  O consecrated 
temple and paradise endowed with speech, glory 
to virgins of whom God was incarnate and 
became a little child.  And is our God before all 
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the ages.  For he made of thy womb a throne and 
thy body did he make more spacious than the 
Heavens.  In thee doth all creation rejoice, O 
thou who art full of grace, Glory to thee. 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Praise the Lord from the heavens.  
Praise Him in the highest.  Alleluia. 

 

Troparion of the Circumcision – Tone 1 
 

Our human form hast Thou taken on 
Thyself without change, O greatly 
compassionate Master, though being God by 
nature; fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly 
receives circumcision in the flesh, that Thou 
mightiest end the shadow and roll away the veil 
of our sinful passions.  Glory be to Thy goodness 
unto us.  Glory be to Thy compassion.  Glory, O 
Word, to Thine inexpressible condescension. 
 

OFFERINGS 
 

HOLY BREAD AND WHEAT is offered by 
Alexis Kaiser, Trianna Dalianis, Marika and 
Quinn Vissak, and Cyril Gutzman for their good 
health.  It is especially offered as a two-year 
memorial service for their husband and 
stepfather, Dr. Tim Kaiser, and as a ten-year 
memorial service for their mother and 
grandmother, Rose Dalianis.  May their 
memories be eternal. 
 

HOLY BREAD AND WHEAT is offered by 
Marlene, Al, and Greg Mamary for their good 
health.  It is especially offered for Marlene's 
brother George Hallal as a 40-day memorial 
service.  May his memory be eternal. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME TABLE.  We welcome all visitors.  
We are delighted you are worshipping with us 
and look forward to meeting you personally.  
Please join us in the hall at the table with the 

burgundy colored table cloth; someone from our 
Welcome Ministry would love to greet you. 
 

COFFEE HOUR is hosted today by MDO.  
Please join us immediate after Divine Liturgy.  
Visitors are especially welcome. 
 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, 
January 2. 
 

THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD will be 
celebrated with Orthros, Liturgy, and the Great 
Blessing of Water on Thursday evening, January 
5, beginning with Festal Orthros at 5:45pm.  
 

C O F F E E  H O U R 
Below is the schedule of those who will host 
Coffee Hour on upcoming Sundays. 
 

January 
8 - Ladies Aid (Zalabia) 
15 - Antiochian Women 
22 - Parish Council 
29 - Adult Fellowship 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
JANUARY 1-7 

Widad Ayoub Cara Farris 
Julia Osipenko Erin Ghata  
Hayden Shawareb Nina Massad  
Jennifer Wyrick Alexis Simon  
Nehad Bazerbashi Drew Davis  
Jamin Ghata Tammy Dean  
Margarita Britton Seraphina Douglass  
Susan Harroz Walid Haddad  
Candace Murray   
 

Today we remember those who reposed in the Lord 
this week in years past: 
 

Ned Murad Simon Nabeeh Esber Samara 
Adele Elkouri Joyce Lee Foskin 
Violette Assaleh Josephine Shadid 
Sam Thomas Yevonne Homsey 
Nell Samara Gazelle Almaza "Diamond" 
Mary Vivian Cochran    Simon 
Dora C. Nahelka Hind Shawareb 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 I 
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Would you like your home to be blessed? 
 
If you would like to have your home blessed next year, please complete 
the following form and return it to the church office.  

 

Please return this form by Sunday, January 8. 
þ Please Bless My Home… 

Name:  ____________________________ Phone Number: _____________  

Address: ______________________________________________________  

Check your preference: 

 o Daytime 
 o Evening 
 o Weekdays 
 o Weekends (which days?)_________________________________ 
 
 
Clearly printed lists of the Living and the Departed for whom prayer is 
requested should also be placed in the icon corner (or on the table). 
 
 

  



Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesaria in Cappadocia 
 

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329 in 
Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family renowned for their learning and 
holiness.  His parents' names were Basil and Emily.  His mother Emily 
(commemorated July 19) and his grandmother Macrina (Jan. 14) are 
Saints of the Church, together with all his brothers and sisters:  
Macrina, his elder sister (July 19), Gregory of Nyssa (Jan. 10), Peter 
of Sebastia (Jan. 9), and Naucratius.  Basil studied in Constantinople 
under the sophist Libanius, then in Athens, where also he formed a 
friendship with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called 
"the Theologian."  Through the good influence of his sister Macrina 

(see July 19), he chose to embrace the ascetical life, abandoning his worldly career.  He visited 
the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning to Caesarea, 
he departed to a hermitage on the Iris River in Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his mother and 
his sister Macrina were already treading the path of the ascetical life; here he also wrote his 
ascetical homilies. 
 

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his 
throne and was entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in 
voluntary poverty and strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a 
worthy successor of the Apostles.  The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, 
who were of one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend the Saint 
to their own confession, because he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and 
preserved it from heresy when Arianism was at its strongest.  But he set all their malice at nought, 
and in his willingness to give himself up to every suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed 
himself to be a martyr by volition.  Modestus, amazed at Basil's fearlessness in his presence, said 
that no one had ever so spoken to him.  "Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have never met a 
bishop before."  The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by Basil's dignity and wisdom.  
When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him.  The Saint promised that 
his son would be restated if Valens agreed to have him baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, 
Basil prayed, and the son was restored.  But afterwards the Emperor had him baptized by Arians, 
and the child died soon after.  Later, Valens, persuaded by his counsellors, decided to send the 
Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into communion; but his pen broke when 
he was signing the edict of banishment.  He tried a second time and a third, but the same thing 
happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up the document, and Basil was 
not banished.  The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and continual labours, 
at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st of January, in 379. at the age of forty-
nine. 
 

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and rich are these gifts he set forth the 
doctrines concerning the mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy 
Trinity (see On the Holy Spirit).  Because of the majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is 
honoured as "the revealer of heavenly things" and "the Great." 
 

Saint Basil is also celebrated on January 30th with Saint Gregory the Theologian and Saint John 
Chrysostom. 
 



Rest from labour. 

Youth Ministry Updates  

Teen Chats 
 

Teen Chats will continue Wednesday, January 
4th, alongside Family Night.  We will meet 
from 7-9pm and will continue our discussion 
on the lives of the saints. 
 
 

WAMP Registration 
 

WAMP registration is now open!  We will be 
back at Cross Point Camp this year.  The 
website can be found below.  If you registered 
for camp this summer, then your information 
should still be stored in the account.  If not, 
you can follow the link below and create an 
account ahead of time. 
 

events.circuitree.com/campstraphael 
 
 

WAMP Bus 
 

A bus will be provided for all WAMP 
participants.  The WAMP bus will be leaving 
from St. Elijah about 4pm on January 13th 
and return around 12pm on Monday, the 
16th.  If your child would like to take the bus, 
please let me know. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday School will continue in next Sunday, 
January 8th. 
 

Students will still dismiss from church at their 
regular time.  Students who have not been 
baptized or chrismated yet may ask for a 
blessing from the priest when they approach 
for communion with the rest of the children. 
 

We will continue learning about the book of 
Genesis and begin our lesson on Joseph and 
his brothers. 
 
 

JOY Night 
 

JOY night will continue Friday, January 20th.  
We will meet from 6-7pm.  JOY night is open 
to all youth from grades 1-6. 
 

We will continue our lessons about the saints 
of the church, as we gather for fellowship and 
faith. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS will be June 5th - June 9th from 1-4pm.  
Registration will be made available at the end 
of the month.  If you would like to volunteer 
this year, please reach out to me with any 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 
anthony@stelijahokc.com 

  



Worship and Spiritual Life 
 

Sunday – Orthros at 8:50 am – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am Wednesday – Vespers at 6:00 pm (except during Lent) 
    Saturday – Vespers at 5:00 pm 

Confessions throughout the week.  Call one of the Fathers for an appointment. 
 

Study 
Sunday – Sunday School:  Children’s Classes after Communion.  No classes during the summer. 
Wednesday – Family Night 7-9 pm.  Runs in 8-week blocks.  Look for announcements of upcoming sessions.  A full program of 
     seminars and classes for adults, children and youth, for both Orthodox and Non-Orthodox. 
Bible Study – Thursdays at 10:30 am; nursery provided 
 

Fellowship & Parish Development 
Coffee Hour – Sundays following the Divine Liturgy  20/40 Fellowship – events as announced  
Ladies Aid – Meetings as announced   Teen Chats – Wednesday Nights 
Adult Fellowship – Meetings as announced   Antiochian Women – every 4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm  
Parish Council – every 3rd Tuesday at 7 pm   Choir – see Kasey Cohlmia (405-245-1444) 
 

Membership 
To become a member, you need to pray with us at our worship services, complete the Inquirer’s Classes, and talk with our priests 
about your interest in the Orthodox faith.  This process normally takes 12 months.  We welcome you on your journey of faith and 
invite you to learn of the ancient and unchanging Holy Orthodox Church. 

 

January 1, 2023 
 

USHERS:    
 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Emerson Wyrick, Gabriel 
Calderon Nikolovski, Noah Calderon 
Nikolovski, Blaise Cox, Than Cox, Henry Davis, 
Amos Ham, Esper Ham, Andrew Ham, Elijah 
Pedford 
 

EPISTLE READER:   
 

ELDERS:   
 

BOOKSTORE:  Don Pendergraft 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN IS 

5:00 PM ON TUESDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday 
Jan. 1 Orthros 8:50 am 
 Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

Monday 
Jan.2 OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 
Jan. 3  

Wednesday 
Jan. 4 Vespers 6:00 pm 
 Family Night 7:00 pm 
 Teen Chats 7:00 pm 

Thursday 
Jan. 5 St. Elijah Charities 9:30 am 
 Orthodox Study Fellowship 10:30 am 
 Festal Orthros 5:45 pm 
 Divine Liturgy 7:00 pm 
 Great Blessing of Water 

Friday 
Jan. 6 

Saturday 
Jan. 7 Great Vespers/Confessions 5:00 pm 
  

 
 


