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WELCOME 
 

We welcome all our visitors.  It is an honor to have you 
worshipping with us.  You may find the worship of the 
Ancient Church very different.  We welcome your questions.  
Please join us for our Reception held in the Church Hall 
immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 

We understand Holy Communion to be an act of our unity in 
faith.  While we work toward the unity of all Christians, it 
regrettably does not now exist.  Therefore, only baptized 
Orthodox Christians (who have properly prepared) are 
permitted to participate in Holy Communion.  However, 
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread that is 
distributed at the end of the service.  We look forward to 
meeting you during the Reception that follows the service. 
 

NEW ORTHROS & LITURGY BOOK 
 Orthros:   p. 4 
 The Divine Liturgy   p. 35 
 Memorial Service   p. 103 
 Churching Service   p. 102 
 Removal of Crowns   p. 106

St. Elijah is a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 



 

VARIABLES IN TODAY’S DIVINE LITURGY 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

 
 

The 1st Antiphon: 
 

As usual… 
 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O 
Savior, save us.  
 

Glory... Now... 
 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O 
Savior, save us. 
 

The 2nd Antiphon: 
 

As usual… 
 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from 
the dead; who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 
 

Glory... Now... 
 

O, only begotten Son and Word of God... 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection – Tone 2 
 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto 
death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power.  
And when Thou didst raise the dead from 
beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did 
cry aloud unto Thee:  O Christ, Thou giver of 
life, glory to Thee. 
 

The Entrance Hymn 
 

O come let us worship… 
 

Troparian of the Resurrection – Tone 2 
 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto 
death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power.  
And when Thou didst raise the dead from 
beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did 
cry aloud unto Thee:  O Christ, Thou giver of 
life, glory to Thee. 
 

Troparion of St. Elijah – Tone 4 
 

Angelic body, pillar of prophets and their 
cornerstone, forerunner of the Second-Coming of 
Christ; thou didst send grace from on high to 

Elisha to dispel sickness and to glorify lepers, 
glorious Elijah, thou dost overflow with healing 
to those who honor thee. 
 

Kontakion for the Prodigal Son – Tone 3 
 

Foolishly I sprang away * from Thy great 
fatherly glory, * and dispersed in wicked deeds * 
the riches that Thou didst give me. * With the 
Prodigal I therefore * cry unto Thee now: * I 
have sinned against Thee, O compassionate 
Father.  But receive me in repentance; * make 
me as one of * Thy hired servants, O Lord. 

 

The Thrice-Holy Hymn 
 
 
 

THE READINGS 
 

Epistle for the Prodigal Son (34th 
Sunday after Pentecost)  

 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 

 

The reading is from St. Paul’s First Epistle to the 
Corinthians (Chapter 6:12-20) 

 

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all 
things are expedient.  All things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be brought unto the authority 
of anything.  Foods are for the belly, and the 
belly for foods; but God will destroy both it and 
them.  Now the body is not for fornication, but 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God 
both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up 
through His power.  Do you not know that your 
bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I therefore 
take away the members of Christ, and make them 
members of a harlot?  God forbid!  Or, do you 
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one 
body with her?  For, “The two,” He says, “shall 
become one flesh.”  But he who is joined to the 
Lord is one spirit.  Flee fornication!  Every sin 
that a person commits is outside the body, but 
whoever commits fornication sins against his 
own body.  Or, do you not know that our body is 
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a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you received from God, and that you are not 
your own?  For you were bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s. 
 

Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
 

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. 
Luke (Chapter 15:11-32) 

 

The Lord spoke this parable:  “There was a man 
who had two sons; and the younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that falls to me.’  And he divided his 
living between them.  Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took his 
journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in loose living.  And 
when he had spent everything, a great famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  
So he went and joined himself to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his 
fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have 
fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one 
gave him anything.  But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I 
perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go to 
my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as 
one of your hired servants.’”  And he arose and 
came to his father.  But while he was yet at a 
distance, his father saw him and had compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’  But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my 
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found’  And they began to make merry.  Now 
his elder son was in the field; and as he came and 
drew near to the house, he heard music and 
dancing.  And he called one of the servants and 

asked what this meant.  And he said to him, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has received 
him safe and sound.’  But he was angry and 
refused to go in  His father came out and 
entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, 
these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave 
me a kid that I might make merry with my 
friends.  But when this son of yours came, who 
has devoured your living with harlots, you killed 
for him the fatted calf!’  And he said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 

The Megalynarion 
 

It is truly meet… 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Praise the Lord…  Alleluia. 
 

 

We have seen the true light… 
 
 

 

OFFERINGS 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Nanette and Nick 
Hathaway for their good health and the good 
health of Grace, Nicholas, and Anna.  It is 
especially offered for Anna on the occasion of 
her 17th birthday this week.  May God grant her 
many years! 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Woodie and Carla 
Berry for their good health and the good health 
of their children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and godchildren.  It is especially 
offered in memory of their daughter Tasha (5 
years).  May her memory be eternal. 
 

HOLY BREAD is offered by Mark Blankenship 
for his good health and the good health of his 
family.  It is especially offered in memory of 
Karen Blankenship (5 years).  May her memory 
be eternal. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME TABLE.  We welcome all visitors.  
We are delighted you are worshipping with us 
and look forward to meeting you personally.  
Please join us in the hall at the table with the 
burgundy colored table cloth; someone from our 
Welcome Ministry would love to greet you. 
 

COFFEE HOUR is hosted today by the Altar 
Guild.  Please join us immediately following 
Divine Liturgy.  Visitors are especially welcome. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Austin and Logan 
Keener on the baptism of their daughter 
Gabriella Marie yesterday, February 11.  May 
God grant them manyyears!  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Members of the 
Parish Council who will be installed today:  
Denton Chancey, Dax Ewbank (Asst. Treasurer), 
Erin Ghata, Amos Ham (Secretary), Karen 
Hanna, Anna Harris (Asst. Secretary), Trey 
Kouri (President), Ivo Lupov, Jeff Massad, 
Danny Shadid, Paul Shadid, Tad Shadid (Vice 
President), Tamer Shawareb, Samson 
Tesfaselassie, Kory Warr (Treasurer).  May God 
grant them many years!  
 

WELCOME YES LEADERS – 12 YES 
(Youth Equipped to Serve) leaders from around 
the country are with us today.  They were here 
this past weekend for training and development 
sessions.  YES is under the umbrella of Focus 
(Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to 
Serve) North America.  To learn more, you can 
go to www.focusnorthamerica.org.  God grant 
them safe travels back to their homes. 
 

SENIOR LUNCH AND BINGO will take 
place this Thursday, February 16, from 12-2pm.  
Join us for food, fun, and fellowship.  
 

LADIES AID will meet this Wednesday, 
February 15, and  will have a potluck luncheon 
(no meat, please). 
 

SENIOR COMMUNITY TOPICS – The topic 
at this month’s caregiver ambassador meeting 
was scams targeted towards seniors (internet, 

credit card, social security # scams).  A tip sheet 
on how to protect yourself against these scams is 
on the table in the hall outside of the south doors 
into the church.  Thank you, Bob and Mary Jane 
Maness, for attending this meeting!  Please 
contact Karen Hanna with any questions.  405-
923-1704. 
 

ADULT BIBLE BOWL TEAM meets after 
Liturgy in the Bridal Room.  For information on 
this team, contact Michael Allen. 
 

VIGIL CANDLE is lit by the Ladies Aid for 
their good health and the good health of their 
families. 
 

C O F F E E  H O U R 
Below is the schedule of those who will host Coffee 
Hour on upcoming Sundays. 
 

February March 
19 – Adult Fellowship 5 – Ladies Aid 
       (Meat Fare Sunday) 12 - MDO 
26 – Family Night 19 – Antiochian Women 
       Volunteers (Cheese 26 – Parish Council 
       Fare Sunday) 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
FEBRUARY 12-17 

Laurette Hanna Alexis Kaiser 
Sami Homsey Danny Shadid 
Yuri Delendik Terry Weaver 
Matthew Ghata Nicole Albotros 
Jennifer Homsey Emersyn Farha 
Anna Hathaway Elizabeth Haggard 
David Tamirat Grace Homsey 
Lana Albotros Dahlia Shadid 
Colt Beavers Annette Warkentin 
 

Today we remember those who reposed in the Lord 
this week in years past: 

 

Kh. Bedyah Massad Hafeetha (Eva) Shadid 
Camilla Eddie Massad Khoshaba Odisho Abbo 
Josephine Stacy Frances Francis 
Kamel Haddad Nener N. Moorad 
Peter Osipenko John Nayphe 
Jameela Kordahi Salamy George Rasheed Samara 
Maxine L. Massad Al L. Andrews 
Labebe Andeel Anna Jeanette Shadid 
 
 



URGENT!!  BLUE JEAN DRIVE FOR THE HOMELESS SHELTER 
 

The Raven Project has been contacted by the Homeless Alliance and they are in desperate need 
of jeans for women and men.  We will be collecting jeans over the next two weeks, with the 
collection ending on Monday, February 20.  The jeans can be new or used and the sizes 
requested are as follows:  Men’s waist – 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44.  Women’s waist 0, 2, 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22.  Length can vary, so do not worry about this.  Please place 
your jeans on the tables provided in the hallway and put them in sections based on the 
designated sizes.  Questions, please call Craig Abraham (405-640-2600) or Erin Ghata (405-410-
9456).  Thank you for your donations. 
 

 

 

St. John the Divine 
Adult Fellowship 

 

Cordially Invites You to Join Us 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19th 
 

for 
 

Meatfare Brunch or Lunch 
 

$12 for 11 and older 
OR 

$40 per Household 
 

Don’t miss out on our bacon and eggs, ham, and Father Jeremy’s Seminary Baked 
French Toast for brunch, as well as turkey and smoked brisket, a sausage medley, and 

more for lunch! 
 

All proceeds fund the Adult Fellowship’s service projects in the community. 
 

Our Mission:  To provide a spiritual balance for the faithful to live a Christ-centered life protected by the 
time-tested witness of the Church, and the prayers of patron and intercessor, St. John the Divine, the 

Evangelist, the Theologian and the Beloved. 

 



Youth Ministry Updates  

Teen Chats 
 

Teen Chats will be a normal meeting this 
Wednesday.  We will gather at church from 7-
8:30pm. 
 

On Wednesday, the 22nd, we are making plans 
to go Rock Climbing at Threshold.  More 
information on that will come out this week. 
 

 

CSR Registration 
 

CSR Registration is now live!  If you missed 
the registration date, there is still room for 
boys in Session 1 and room for boys and girls 
in Session 3.  There are waiting lists for girls 
Session 1, as well as Session 2. 
 

CSR accepts campers aged 9-17 and on a first-
come basis.  Tuition for this upcoming 
camping season is $500, including a non-
refundable $50 deposit at the time of 
registration. 
 

Session 1:  June 25 – July 1 
Session 2:  July 2 – July 8 
Session 3:  July 9 – July 15 
 

Currently there is a large group from St. Elijah 
registered for Session 1 and another group for 
Session 3.  Transportation information will be 
available in the next 2 months. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday School will continue TODAY, February 
12th. 
 

Students will still dismiss from church at their 
regular time.  Students who have not been 
baptized or chrismated yet may ask for a 
blessing from the priest when they approach 
for communion with the rest of the children. 
 

We will continue learning about the book of 
Genesis.  We have begun the second half of 
the Genesis Curriculum, covering the major 
Themes of Genesis. 
 

 

JOY Night 
 

JOY night will continue Friday, February 17th.  
We will meet from 6-7pm.  JOY night is open 
to all youth from grades 1-6. 
 

We will continue our lessons about the saints 
of the church, as we gather for fellowship and 
faith. 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 
 

VBS will be June 5th - June 9th from 1-4pm.  
Registration will be made available at the end 
of the month.  If you would like to volunteer 
this year, please reach out to me with any 
questions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feel free to contact me with any questions 
anthony@stelijahokc.com 

  



Worship and Spiritual Life 

 

Sunday – Orthros at 8:50 am – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am Wednesday – Vespers at 6:00 pm (except during Lent) 
    Saturday – Vespers at 5:00 pm 

Confessions throughout the week.  Call one of the Fathers for an appointment. 
 

Study 
Sunday – Sunday School:  Children’s Classes after Communion.  No classes during the summer. 
Wednesday – Family Night 7-9 pm.  Runs in 8-week blocks.  Look for announcements of upcoming sessions.  A full program of 
     seminars and classes for adults, children and youth, for both Orthodox and Non-Orthodox. 
Bible Study – Thursdays at 10:30 am; nursery provided 
 

Fellowship & Parish Development 
Coffee Hour – Sundays following the Divine Liturgy  20/40 Fellowship – events as announced  
Ladies Aid – Meetings as announced   Teen Chats – Wednesday Nights 
Adult Fellowship – Meetings as announced   Antiochian Women – every 4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm  
Parish Council – every 3rd Tuesday at 7 pm   Choir – see Kasey Cohlmia (405-245-1444) 
 

Membership 
To become a member, you need to pray with us at our worship services, complete the Inquirer’s Classes, and talk with our priests 
about your interest in the Orthodox faith.  This process normally takes 12 months.  We welcome you on your journey of faith and 
invite you to learn of the ancient and unchanging Holy Orthodox Church. 

 

February 12, 2023 
 

USHERS:    
 

ALTAR SERVERS:  Blaise Bittle, Elias Farha, 
Benaiah Giles, Ephraim Giles, Gabriel Hare, 
Jude Harroz, Sami Homsey, Sammy Kalil, Luke 
Newcomb, Karam Shawareb 
 

EPISTLE READER:   
 

ELDERS:   
 

BOOKSTORE:  Zach Jacobs 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE 
BULLETIN IS 

5:00 PM ON TUESDAY 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Sunday 
Feb. 12 Orthros 8:50 am 
 Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
 Sunday School 

Monday 
Feb. 13 

Tuesday 
Feb. 14 

Wednesday 
Feb. 15 Vespers 6:00 pm 
 Teen Chats 7:00 pm 

Thursday 
Feb. 16 Orthodox Study Fellowship 10:30 am 
 Sr. Bingo and Lunch 12:00 pm 

Friday 
Feb. 17 JOY Ministry Night 6:00 pm 

Saturday 
Feb. 18 Great Vespers/Confessions 5:00 pm 

 

 
 


